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Out-of-home care CALD assessment checklist


This checklist can be used as a planning tool to identify for possible linguistic, cultural, migration, and settlement issues that may need to be explored during assessments, and/or as a review tool to check if critical issues have been accurately identified and addressed.  

Language needs

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we checked if child/young person or family members require written correspondence or information in their first language?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we accurately identified the relevant language and dialect? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we arranged for an interpreter and/or written translations?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we considered consulting multicultural agencies or bilingual workers? 
Cultural, linguistic, and religious maintenance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we accurately identified the relationship of the child or young person to their cultural, religious or linguistic background? (including extent of contact with their cultural community)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have the wishes of the child or young person to maintain ties with their cultural, linguistic and/or religious identity been identified? Has this been adequately explored to ensure informed decision making by the young person?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we assessed the extent to which maintenance of the above ties is in the best interest of the child or young people?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Where cultural, linguistic and/or religious maintenance is a care plan objective, have strategies been identified to support it?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we / will we include detailed information about the child’s cultural and religious heritage in their Life Story Work?

Placement considerations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we explored the appropriateness and availability of a same-culture placement? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Is relative or kinship care appropriate in this case? Where this is not an option, is placement with an authorised carer from the child’s cultural community appropriate?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

For Muslim children and young people in metropolitan regions, have we consulted to identify the availability of appropriate Muslim carers? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Where the child or young person is placed with carers not of the same cultural background, have we assessed the suitability of the carer in terms of their ability to provide care for CALD children?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we assessed the carer’s attitudes (and support needs) to caring for children of CALD backgrounds and towards to importance of cultural maintenance?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we assessed the carer’s knowledge of and willingness to implement a range of practical strategies to support cultural maintenance?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we assessed the carer’s awareness and ability to appropriately respond) to potential prejudice and discrimination from others towards CALD children and their carers?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we worked with the carer to identify practical strategies that can be put in place to assist the child or young person maintain significant ties and/or address issues of cultural safety(as per above)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we consulted multicultural or bilingual workers about the issues of cultural maintenance and best placement options for the child or young person?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we sought general advice and information from relevant ethnic organisations?

Other CALD child/young person related needs

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we identified needs arising from the child or young person experience of migration and settlement? E.g. language difficulties, social, education and/or cultural dislocation/adjustment, intergenerational issues

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we ascertained if there are direct and ongoing effects of refugee and trauma experiences on the health and development of refugee children and young people?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

For refugee children and young people with trauma symptoms, have we explored referrals to appropriate therapeutic services such as STARTTS, to specialist health services such as the NSW Refugee Health Service?
Birth parent/family related needs

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we identified any culturally based differences in the family’s understanding and approach to issues such as: gender, age, child-parent relationships, appropriate child discipline, and attitudes on what constitutes abuse and neglect?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we checked cultural meanings ascribed by parents/carers, children and family members with multiple secondary sources?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we sought to identify and build on aspects of traditional parenting practices that will contribute to the care and protection of children? Have we worked to identify skills, abilities, and strengths that they have gained as a result of their unique pre-migration and migration experience?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we identified migration and settlement pressures that are having adverse effects on family and parental functioning?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

For refugee families, have we ascertained if parents are experiencing refugee trauma?

Informal and formal supports

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we explored supports that can strengthen connectedness with cultural, linguistic and religious identity for children and young people?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we explored culturally and linguistically appropriate supports that can strengthen parenting capacity, family relationships, and social connectedness? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have we assisted the family to meet basic settlement needs through referrals to Migrant Resource Centres, ethno organisations, and Commonwealth funded settlement services?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

For adults with trauma symptoms, have we explored referrals to appropriate therapeutic services such as STARTTS, to health services such as the NSW Refugee Health Service?
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